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Kasuga Wakamiya Onmatsuri

The Kasuga Wakamiya Onmatsuri is an annual festival where the Wakamiya Deity is carried from his Wakamiya Jinja within the
Kasuga complex and to a temporary “travel abode” (ofabisho) where he is entertained with numerous performances for a full
twenty-four-hour day. The festival is famous for the procession of historic figures (furyi gyoretsu) honoring the Wakayama deity at the
otabisho and for traditional performing arts, such as dengaku (field music), bugaku (court dance), and sarugaku (the predecessor of no
and kyogen). The Heian-period origins of Onmatsuri are evidenced by records tracing back to Hoen 2 (1136). Its traditions have been

protected and carried on through the generations, and this year marks its 890th observance.
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Volume I Child on Horse in the Ceremonial Parade
(Owatari shiki)
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Depiction of the Kasuga Wakamiya Onmatsuri,
Volumes I * II (Kasuga Sairei no Zu)

Edo period, 19th century Kasuga Taisha

This is a two-volume illustrated picture scroll depicting

i A SRl Y scenes from the Onmatsuri festival.
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Volume II Offering Food During Rituals at the Deity’s Temporary Abode (Otabisho sai)
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National Treasure
Ancient Shrine Treasure of Wakamiya:
Bronze Komainu Dog
Heian period, 12th century
Kasuga Taisha
This is a komainu dog made of bronze with
silver plating.
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Kasuga Deity Takemikazuchi on a Deer Arrived
at the Kasuga Shrine (Kashima Daichi Shin’ei zu)
Nanbokuchd to Muromachi period, 14th to 15th century
Kasuga Taisha

The deity enshrined in the First Shrine of the Main
Shrine of Kasuga Taisha, Takemikazuchi no Mikoto, is
said to have departed from Kashima in Hitachi Province
(present-day Ibaraki Prefecture) riding on a deer and
eventually arrived at Kasuga.
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Kasuga Deer Mandala (Kasuga Shika Mandara)

(Items and records for kasugako at Fuki

in Heguri-chd District)

Muromachi to Azuchi-Momoyama period,16th to 17th century
Kasuga Taisha

This painting depicts a white divine deer appearing with a
sacred sakaki tree placed on its saddle, bearing a golden sacred
mirror. The mirror shows the original Buddhist forms (honji)
of the Kasuga Taisha deities.
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Ancient Shrine Treasure of Wakamiya:
Kenukigata Long Sword (Reproduction)

Modern, 2003  Kasuga Taisha

This is an exquisite reproduction of the long sword
believed to have been offered to the Wakamiya Shrine by
Fujiwara no Tadazane (1078-1162) in 1135 (Hoen 1).
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Shrine Priestess Costume, Hairpin
(Kagura Shozoku, Kanzashi)

Modern, 20th century Kasuga Taisha

This is a costume that is worn by the shrine
maidens (known as mikanko at Kasuga Taisha)
who perform dances and musical performances as
offerings to the gods during special festivals.
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Important Cultural Property
Bugaku Mask of Nasori (Dragon)

Heian period, 12th century Kasuga Taisha
This is a mask that takes the image of a dragon
or snake and shows the strange and eerie
expression of large eyes and fangs.
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Kasugako Ceremonial Tableware
(Items and records for Kasugako at Fuki in Heguri-chd District)

BEH ) T A
F HASIRE CPRenT #6575 N BRZORD Modern, 19th to 20th century Kasuga Taisha
JEAR(19~2014d) B K4 This ceremonial tableware set was handed down together with the Kasuga Deer Mandala and
% él %;%ﬁk LR L SR B AR OB D 30 1ﬂ=7\. SN E LT, was used for offerings during Kasugako rituals. Red rice and side dishes were served in the
lacquered bowls and placed in a round offering stand, while sakaki branches were arranged in
HHL RO 25 ?@ﬁ TH=S (B %ﬂ. e im%i TR TRST theqﬂower vase as offl;rings. The accompanyir%g box bears an ink inscription dated 1889g
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